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Our Program :Funded to serve
262 funded enrollment, 269 enrolled
One Grantee-Martin County School District

FourSites:
SalernoSchoolHouse-54children
SalernoLearningCenter-54children
StuartLearningCenter-36children
PerkinsEarlyChildhoodCenter-125children



ò Mission Statement: The Mission of the Martin 
County School District Head Start Program is to 
find the key to unlock studentsõ and familiesõ full 
potential toward becoming self-confident, 
independent members of the community.

ò Vision:  Unlock hidden potential . . . believe and 
achieve.

ò Core Values:  

Safe Environment

Respect and Support

Cultural Sensitivity

Building Relationships

Teamwork
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ò Community, Friends, Partners,

For over 40 years Head Start programs across the country have 
worked diligently to help children and families build a foundation for 
success.  Early education has a proven track record of enhancing 
childrenõs lives. Through a strong network of dedicated Martin County 
School District Head Start staff, parents, and community partners, 269 
three and four year old Martin County preschoolers and their families 
received services using a comprehensive, integrated delivery model.  
During the 2008-2009 school-year, student developmental gains were 
made and health needs were addressed for Head Start children and 
their parents.   

We know successful early childhood programs actively involve families 
and community members.  During the 2008-2009 school-year, Head 
Start staff members developed partnerships with parents, involving 
them through participation in program orientation, Policy Council, 
parent workshops, home visits, parent committee meetings and 
special parent student activities.  The hard work of dedicated staff and 
volunteers has made a positive impact on the families served.   This 
positive impact could not have been achieved without community 
partners, community service providers, and volunteers.

The Martin County School District Head Start program is committed to 
providing families with the highest quality of service possible.  Through 
our continuous improvement efforts we will meet the challenges and 
be successful because of the support that each of you provides.  
Please join us as we continue our efforts to improve the lives of all 
Martin Countyõs children and families.

Sincerely,

Deana H. Newson

Director of Head Start and Coordinator of Preschool Programs



ò Head Start Staff 2008-2009
15 Classroom Managers

1 PhD; Certified

2 Certified Teachers

1 Bachelors Degree

4 Associates Degree

7 CDA

15 Classroom Manager Assistants

12 CDA

3 High School w/ 40 hour

2-Resource Teachers

2-Bachelors Degree; Certified Teachers

3 Managers

2ðMasters Degree; Certified Teachers

1-Bachelors Degree; Certified Teachers

Director

1-Education Specialist Degree

1-Nurse

Associates Degree w/Nursing Diploma

9-Family Service Works

2-Associate Degree

5 CDA

2-High School
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PROGRAM FUNDING

ò Head Start grant -

$1,766,434 in federal 

funds with $441,609 

matching funds 

totaling $2,208,043 

ò The most recent Martin 

County School District 

Comprehensive Annual 

Financial Report (CAFR) is 

available online at

ò MCSD 2008 CAFR. There 

were no audit findings.
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1,130,454.33 

485,357.67 

88,662.69 

49,720.09 

12,240.22 

Head Start Budget

Salaries

Benefits

Contracted Services

Supplies

Other
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BUDGET

http://www.sbmc.org/new/docs/repository/2008/2008_mcsd_cafr.pdf
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Child Outcomes:

In all areas, the growth outcomes for children 

increased from

Period 1 (08/19/08 ð10/31/08)

To Period 2 (11/1/08 ð06/05/09).

The greatest percentage of increase was seen in 

Language and Literacy development.

Approaches to Learning increased 11%

Creative Arts increased 15%

Early Math increased 15%

Fine and Gross Motor increased 11%

Language and Literacy increased 17%

Nature and Science increased 14%

Physical Health Practices increased 12%

Social Emotional increased 16%

The outcomes noted are based on the Galileo 

System for the Electronic Management of 

Learning (Galileo e-curriculum).

This assessment instrument provides a 

comprehensive view of each childõs growth and 

allows teachers to measure this growth in all 

eight of the school readiness domains (listed 

above).
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ò Health Services

To have a fully healthy individual, we
look at health as inclusive of mental,
physical, nutritional, and dental
components, because all are related
and interdependent. Our curriculum
and lesson plans integrate all areas
of health and wellness as a part of
daily living for children and their
families. Head Start staff work
toward instilling and building habits
that promote healthy lifestyles for the
children and their families for a
lifetime. Preventive health is
promoted through supporting
immunizationand on-site hearingand
vision screeningsfor all children, WIC
screenings,WICreferrals, and lesson
plans which reflect healthy lifestyles.

ò 100% of children immunized at 
enrollment

ò 100% of children received vision 
screenings within 45 days of enrollment.

ò 100% of children received hearing 
screenings within 45 days of enrollment.

ò Children eat two nutritious meals and 
snacks that include fresh fruit and 
vegetables, low fat, low salt and low sugar 
foods.  
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One of our goals is to make oral health of paramount importance for 

children and families in our community.  We promote oral health by 

assisting children with brushing their teeth twice a day.  We assist 

parents with scheduling and transportation to dental appointments.  We 

also provide a dental health workshop for children and families in 

January.



ò Disabilities:
Head Start and Martin County School 

District work closely together in giving these 

young students an educational head start.  

The Head Start program works diligently to 

provide the least restrictive environment 

under the law of IDEA. The enrollment for 

Head Start during this school year was 270 

total and of these students 33 were 

diagnosed with a disability. Children with 

Speech and Language difficulty were the 

majority of the students receiving ESE 

services with the boys also being the larger 

number in need.
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