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As we prepare to begin Winter Break, | would like to wish all of our teachers, administrators, staff and s
happy holiday season. Over the past couple of weeks | have had the pleasure of visiting many of our st
I me et wiTeakchereofahe Wedbavd teil) enjoyed spending time in the classrooms and seeing tt
quality of instruction taking place. Each of the winners are excellent role models in their profession a
gratulate them on this accomplishment. | will be continuing my 266 iditttheCounty Teacher of the Year Celelhiationill

be held February 12th. The event is organized by the Education Foundation of Martin County and the MarohSchooty Associe
Administrators.

National Board Certified Teachers

I would also like to congratulate Palm City Elementary teacher Cheryl Miranda and Bessey Creek Elementasrfeacher Laut
becoming the newest members of our instructional staff to earn their National Board Certification. Ashigamigtrsudistincti
process and | commend these teachers for dedicating their time and effort to achieving this prestigious recognition.

Graduation Rates

Earlier this month, the Florida Department of Education released the 2009 Graduation Rates. The resultsashbes thiedtin Count
highest graduation rate in the state at 92.2%. This is significantly higher than the state average of 78i8%.areTbasedcaicul
the statebdés new formula, which no longer incl uthesworkifDs .
toward the common goal to ensure that all students complete their education and earn a diploma.

CPR Anytime

This week, Murray Middle and Indiantown Middle both participated in a unique initiative with the Americahhitdartté\ssociatio
grant funding by the Frances Langford Foundation, every 7th grade student at these schools received CPRGRIRidgyand their
time Kit¢o share with their family and friends. In an emergency situation, knowing how to correctly perform CPRodan save liv
forward to partnering with the American Heart Association in the future to provide students at more ofvaliabtddralgigh this

I would also like to thank the teachers and administrators who helped make this project a success at their schools.

Once again, | want to wish all of our employees and families a joyous and safe holiday break.
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